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Course Description  

Students investigate key political concepts, ideas, institutions, policies, interactions, roles, and 
behaviors that characterize the constitutional system and political culture of the United States. 
Students will study the structure of the Constitution throughout the course, as well as its 
implications for the functioning of government today. Other foundational documents, landmark 
Supreme Court cases, and opportunities for research and civic action are key elements in this 
rich course that prepares students to be informed and active participants in U.S. society.  

This is a 2 semester course consisting of 4 units.  Upon successful completion students will 
receive 1 credit towards high school graduation.   

Course Overview  

• Constitutional Democracy  

• Civil Liberties, Civil Rights  

• Interaction Among Branches  

• Political Culture and Participation   

Required Course Materials  

Please access the list of course materials from the OC Online book ordering system and order 
your materials as soon as possible. Oftentimes, course materials are on back order and you may 
experience a delay in receiving them, causing students to fall behind in their online coursework. 
When ordering used or rented materials, be careful that online access codes are also current.  

Methods of Evaluation  

Students will demonstrate mastery through the following formative and summative 
assessments:  

• 40%           Assignments  

• 10%           Participation (Discussion Posts, Synchronous Sessions)  

• 10%           Quizzes  

• 25%           Mid-Term and Final Exam  

• 15%           Unit Tests  
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Additional Course Information  

Detailed information regarding OC Online policies on proctored final exams, grading policy, 
late/missing assignment policy, weekly live sessions, course expectations, and additional school 
policies can be found on the website.   

  

 


